
EU-Support: European Commission promotion of Best  
Value Procurement

EU activities to support best value procurement: The goal of the European Commission is to promote sustainable public 

procurement practices that go beyond the cost of a service, as per the European Public Procurement Directives (2014) and the 

European Public Procurement Strategy. The objectives are to foster fair competition among operators, enable public buyers to 

make the most efficient use of public funds, and 

to support them in reaching European societal policy goals. 

About Socially Responsible Procurement: Socially Responsible Public Procurement promotes social and professional 

integration, compliance with labour law, due diligence and equality. In private security, this also translates in compliance with 

Collective Agreements and recognising qualitative working conditions and training of workers. It stimulates a responsible and 

sustainable market.

European Commission guidance and support: To support these objectives, the European Commission has published several 

guidance documents for Member State authorities, including:

	● A Guide on Socially Responsible Procurement

	● An Innovation Procurement Guide

With the help of EU-funding, CoESS and UNI Europa published a guidance document for public procurers of private security 

services, explaining quality criteria for procurers to follow when drafting tenders and awarding contracts to security 

companies. The guide is referenced in the aforementioned publications of the European Commission. Similar guides were also 

developed at national level, for example in the Netherlands and Spain. 

UNI Europa also an EU-level campaign on public procurement, raising support from more than 100 Members of European 

Parliament.

Contact: Anna Lupi, Legal and Policy Officer, Public Procurement Unit, DG GROW, European Commission

This  document  reflects  the  views  only  of  the  authors,  and  the  European  Commission  cannot  
be  held  responsible  for  any  use  which may be made of the information contained therein.
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https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/public-procurement/legal-rules-and-implementation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/25612
http://Guide on Socially Responsible Procurement
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/45975
http://www.securebestvalue.org/
https://www.codeverantwoordelijkmarktgedrag.nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Code-Verantwoordelijk-Marktgedrag-Handreiking-Inkoop-Beveiligingsdiensten.pdf
https://www.aproser.es/2018/03/09/guia-de-buenas-practicas-en-la-contratacion-de-servicios-de-seguridad-privada/
https://www.uni-europa.org/news/procuringdecentwork-updated-list-of-mep-endorsements/

